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MEXICO VIA NICARAGUA 


RESIDENT COOLIDGE has stated his 

case, given his reasons for the policy be- 
ing pursued in Nicaragua. One new rea- 
son, perhaps the most important, is voiced 
officially for the first time. The others 
have been advanced piecemeal, day by day, 
for the past three weeks in answer to 
sharp criticisms of the Administration 
policy. The new reason, mentioned only in 
whispers until the President stepped from 
behind his Official Spokesman and deliv- 
ered his message to Congress, is Mexico. 

The United States cannot ... fail to view 
with deep concern any serious threat to sta- 
bility and constitutional government in Nica- 
ragua tending toward anarchy and jeopardiz- 
ing American interests, especially if such state 
of affairs is contributed to or brought about 
by outside influence or by any foreign power. 
That the President believes Mexico is 

exerting this outside influence is clear. 

As a matter of fact, (he says) I have the 
most conclusive evidence that arms and muni- 
tions in large quantities have been... shipped 
to the revolutionists in Nicaragua. Boats car- 
rying these munitions have been fitted out in 
Mexican ports and some of the munitions bear 
evidence of having belonged to the Mexican 
government. It also appears that the ships 
were fitted out with the full knowledge and in 
some cases with the encouragement of Mexi- 
can Officials. ... 

This is the reason advanced in defense 
of a policy intended to sustain the govern- 
ment of President Diaz, the government 
we have recognized and the party we have 
worked with for fifteen years. Assuming 
that the protection of the lives and prop- 
erty of Americans and other foreigners 
and the guarding of our canal rights justi- 
fy certain measures, critics of the Ad- 
ministration reply that these considera- 
tions do not justify the support of one fac- 
tion in Nicaragua against another; that 
supporting the Diaz government means in- 
tervention by a large naval squadron and 
a strong marine force; and that it is a 
dangerous policy to pursue at any time 


and particularly questionable at the pres- 
ent. 


Up to the point where the President re- 
fers to the recognition of Diaz as the con- 
stitutional president of Nicaragua, his re- 
view of the history of recent events 
in Nicaragua will be largely accepted. 
Mr. Coolidge’s statement of our relations 
with Diaz in 1912, when Diaz as President 
was trying to suppress a revolution simi- 
lar in some respects to that now in pro- 
gress, his review of the bankers’ plan for 
financial reorganization, the negotiation of 
the Nicaraguan Canal treaty (which the 
President failed to mention was vigor- 
ously opposed by the other Central Ameri- 
can states and was condemned in the last 
judgment ever rendered by the Central 
American Court of Justice), and his sum- 
mary of the treaties of 1923 will be wel- 
comed. But the haste with which the 
United States recognized Diaz after Cha- 
morro resigned is not adequately explained 
by this recital of the facts. Diaz is and 
always has been the State Department man 
while Sacasa, the head of the Liberal gov- 
ernment, represents a party with whom 
American interests have been unable to 
work. 


The President’s reference to Mexico can 
hardly be regarded as anything less than 
a warning to her to keep hands off. Un- 
questionably the friendly settlement of the 
land and oil controversy, which has been 
responsible for strained relations between 
the United States and Mexico for several 
years, has been made more difficult by the 
Nicaraguan embroglio. It is pertinent in 
this connection to note that President 
Calles, informally and unofficially, has 
suggested the possibility of referring the 
technical questions between his Govern- 
ment and ours to the Hague Tribunal. 


WILLIAM T. STONE. 
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The Vatican’s Foreign Relations 

HILE the historical disagreement be- 

tween the Papacy and the Italian 
Government continues under the Musso- 
lini régime,* recent moves of the Vatican 
indicate that a complete reconciliation is 
sought with the French Republic. Since 
the renewal of diplomatic relations be- 
tween France and the Church, the Papal 
Nuncio’s most important pronouncement 
was made on New Year’s Day at the Ely- 
sée Palace when, speaking for the diplo- 
matic corps, he commended the policy of 
Foreign Minister Briand and endorsed the 
Locarno spirit prevailing over Franco- 
German relations. It is now announced 
that the Vatican has taken a still greater 
stride toward propitiating the French 
Government in placing upon the Index the 
French Royalist paper “L’Action Fran- 
caise.” In disavowing all monarchist sup- 
port in France, the Church has turned its 
back upon those who have been its most 
devout supporters in the past. Does this 
indicate that the Church, in definitely 
throwing in its lot with republican France, 
seeks so offset its tense relations with Mus- 
solini? 


Notes 


The Mexican Government has taken ac- 
tion in the questions arising out of the 
petroleum law by instituting proceedings 
in the courts against foreign oil companies 
in Mexico that have not complied with the 
new petroleum law. It is reported from 
Mexico City that the Attorney General is 
preparing the cases against four com- 
panies. It should be pointed out that an 
“overt act” would not be committed tech- 
nically until a case had passed through all 
judicial channels. Such a process will 
doubtless take many months. 


Opposition to the 1926 Panama-United 
States Treaty** grows weekly more articu- 
late in the Panama Republic. The Munici- 
pal Council of Colon was the first to pro- 
test against it, petitioning the National As- 
sembly to reject it, and calling on other 
municipalities to join in a general pro- 
test. Agitation has reached such a pitch 
that the authorities have recently pre- 
vented the holding of large public meet- 
ings. The National Assembly is expected 
to refuse ratification until the treaty’s 
most objectionable features have been 
modified. 


The parties of the Left, especially the 
Communists, made conspicuous gains in 
the French senatorial elections on January 
9, but it is not likely that this will have 
any immediate effect either upon M. Poin- 
caré’s incumbency in office or his financial 

*News Bulletin, Vol. VI, No. 8, December 31, 1926. 
** News Bulletin, Vol. VI, No. 7, December 24, 1926. 
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program. The election is significant, how- 
ever, in showing the purely emergency 
character of Poincaré’s National Union 
Cabinet which seems destined to collapse 
as soon as the financial crisis is past. 


More significant than sensational news 
dispatches from China during the past 
week is the resolution introduced into the 
House of Representatives January 4, by 
Congressman Porter, Chairman of the 
House Foreign Affairs’ Committee, calling 
upon the President to negotiate on a basis 
4 complete equality, new treaties with 

ina: 


That the President of the United States be, 
and he hereby is, respectfully requested forth- 
with to enter into negotiations with the duly 
accredited agents of the Government of China, 
authorized to speak for the entire people of 
China, with a view to the negotiation and the 
drafting of a treaty or of treaties between the 
United States of America and the Republic of 
China which shall take the place of the treaties 
now in force between the two countries, which 
provide for the exercise in China of American 
extraterritorial or jurisdictional rights or limit 
her full autonomy with reference to the levy- 
ing of customs dues or other taxes, or such 
other treaty provisions as may be found to be 
unequal or non-reciprocal in character, to the 
end that, henceforth, the treaty relations be- 
tween the two countries shall be upon a wholly 
equal and reciprocal basis, and will be such 
as will in no way offend the sovereign dignity 
of either of the parties or place obstacles in 
the way of realization by either of them of 
their several national aspirations or the main- 
tenance by them of their several legitimate 
domestic policies. 


The F. P. A. has a limited number of 
copies of the Report of the Agent General 
for Reparation Payments published No- 
vember 30, 1926, which it will be glad to 
send out free upon request. 


Problems of Industrial Development in China, by 
Harold M. Vinacke. Princeton University 
Press, 1926. Careful analysis of the social and 
economic foundations of the modern system of 
industry in China for the student who looks 
beyond the political present. 


China; Land of Famine, by Walter H. Mallory. 
New York, American Geographical Society, 
1926. Factual presentation of a major prob- 
lem of China, with practical plans for its al- 
leviation. 


Our Far Eastern Assignment, by Felix Morley. 
New York, Association Press, 1926. Salient 
features of current problems in China, Japan 
and the Philippines, fairly and compactly pre- 
sented. Excellent background for daily news. 


An Outline History of China, by Herbert H. 
Gowen and Josef W. Hall. New York, Apple- 
ton, 1926. A readable interpretation of China’s 
history and people from earliest times to the 
crises of the moment. 


The Vanished Empire, by B. L. Putnam Weale. 
New York, Macmillan, 1926. Political details 
of the past year in Peking from the diary of an 
old China hand. Pessimistic. 


Addresses, by Sao-ke Alfred Sze. Baltimore, 
Johns Hopkins Press, 1926. The Chinese ver- 
sion of China’s — problems, national and 
international, frankly presented (in 1925 and 
1926) by a seasoned diplomat. 
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